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1. The alumimun factory at Lozovac, nesr Sibenik, formerly called la
Dalmatienne, was built in 1936. During the war this factory was badly
damaged, but has since been restored.

2, TFollowing the decision in the autumn of 1948 to proceed with the con-
struction of the Strnisce plant and make it the main aluminum production
center of the country, the Lozovac factory was ordered to concentrate on
alumirum alloys research and production. One of the reasons which prompted
this decision derived from the fact that the Lozovac factory depended for
its bauxite on the Drnis bauxite mine located nearby. Extraction of
sodium aluminate from this particular quality of bauxite involved delayvs
lasting from two to ten days, and caused production bottlenecks. Solution
of this problem by importing betier quality bauxite from other areas was
ruled out by high transport costs and bad railway communications.

3. In 1948, Dr. Erich Hermarmn of the Lozovac research laboratory staff began
research into the production of duralumirum. Satisfactory results have
been obtained and three different types «f duraluminum alloys have been
obtained in the laboratories. :

4. Drnis bauxite contains 6.) percent to 0.2 percent vanadium minerals, and
the Lozovac laboratories have succeeded in extracting vanadium pentoxide
and vanadium salts from aluminum lye. Laboratory experiments are in
progress in an attempt to extract very nearly pure vanadium from vanadium
pentoxide and salts, and every effort is being made towards producing
vanadiam in commercial quantities.

Research is also in progress on the production of pure aluminum for use
in electrical condensors. To date Yupgoslavia has had to import all these
condensorse.

v

6, Lozmovac is the only factory in Yugoslavia producing aluminum oxide and
aluminum ingots. Production figures for 19L8 were:

Aluminum oxide ~ 8,500 tons per year

Aduminum - 1,900 tons per year. ‘
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